














Suneson

Oklahoma Geological Survey Guidebook 3858



Stop 8. Burford Lake geology trail, eastern Wichita Mountains
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In September 2013, REDD contracted with Wilder-
ness Graphics in Tallahassee, Florida to produce the signs. 
WMWR staff recommended Wilderness Graphics, having 
worked with them previously and knowing that the signs 
and bases would match other interpretive signs in the 
refuge. In January 2014, the signs were delivered to the 
WMWR. On May 3, 2014, a well-attended ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was held at the trail head. Representatives from 
the WMWR, REDD, OGS, and CPSGG attended, gave 
some brief words, and were the subject of numerous pho-
tographs. In addition, a number of U.S. Army personnel 
from nearby Ft. Sill were present; these soldiers are Refuge 
volunteers and were largely responsible for installing the 
bison-proof signs.

CONCLUSION

This project was a first for all involved. From my per-
spective, the most difficult aspect was explaining complex 
geological phenomena in an easily understood, but accu-
rate, way for those visitors interested enough to walk the 
trail. In addition, this was a “volunteer” job for all of us 
– it was not something dictated by management of the in-
volved parties. The members of REDD, the geologists and 
cartographers at the CPSGG and OGS, and the WMWR 
staff recognized the value of educating the public about 
one aspect of Oklahoma’s geology in an outdoor venue 
and that it involved working with individuals with differ-

ent backgrounds and priorities. Considering that the proj-
ect took almost 2½ years from conception to completion 
and involved changing staffs, budgets, and work schedules 
(not to mention a government shutdown), some may find 
it amazing that it was completed at all. The signs reflect 
patience and a commitment to educating the public about 
one aspect of Oklahoma’s fascinating geology.
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