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Construction and manufacturing
industries are also well-represented in
Muskogee. The construction of a large
coal-burning electric generating plant,
coupled with the Port of Muskogee,
has attracted a variety of industries to
the local area. Sand and gravel, glass
containers, corrugated shipping con-
tainers, tire and tube materials, metal
alloys, machine tools, air conditioning
equipment, jams and fruit preserves,
and bread are all produced in the
area.

Muskogee’s historical position in
the Indian Nation makes it a cultural
and social center for a large rural area.
This aspect of Muskogee’s heritage
has been cultivated in a number of
well- known city parks and gardens.
Honor Heights Park, on the western
edge of the city, is comprised of 114
acres of horticultural gardens in a
natural setting. Each April the park’s
Azalea Festival attracts more than
600,000 visitors to Muskogee.

Shawnee

Shawnee is the county seat of
Pottawatomie County and a retail and
professional service center. The city is
a short drive by freeway from Okla-
homa City and combines a rural at-
mosphere with the amenities of the
nearby urban center. Public adminis-
tration employment is primarily asso-
ciated with a significant number of
Shawnee residents commuting to civil
service jobs at the U.S. Air Force’s
Tinker Field complex.

But Shawnee is more than a resi-
dential satellite of Oklahoma City.
Higher education is a major profes-
sional service provided to the state by
Shawnee’s two private colleges, Okla-
homa Baptist University and St.
Gregory’s Junior College. Each has
contributed greatly to the cultural and
economic development of the city.

Construction services and financial
services in Shawnee are associated
with its proximity to Oklahoma City
and to historical ties with petroleum
development in central Oklahoma.

Oklahoma’s Most
Specidlized Cities
Eight specialized cities each had
three or fewer categories between zero
and one standard deviation above av-
erage, and one category at least two

standard deviations above average
(see Table 15.3). Specialized cities in
Oklahoma cover a wide variety of in-
dustries, ranging from primary ex-
tractive industries such as agriculture
or oil and gas field development, to
highly service-oriented industries,
such as education or public adminis-
tration.

Altus

Altus has been the retail trade cen-
ter of the prime agricultural lands in
the southwestern corner of Oklahoma
since 1891. As early as 1900 Altus had
four grocery stores, five general
stores, a drug store, a bank, a hotel,
two newspapers, and a number of
other businesses. The functional role
of the city as a retail trade and supply
center for surrounding farms was
maintained by construction of a rail-
road early in its history.

The drought of the 1930s brought
tremendous pressures for change in
agricultural practices all across the
Southern Great Plains. The response
of Altus farmers to the drought haz-
ard was to push for development of
an irrigation project. Development
began with a dam across the North
Fork of the Red River that formed
Altus-Lugert Lake. Approximately
70,000 acres of cotton, wheat, and feed
crops are irrigated each year with wa-
ter from the reservoir. In addition to
surface water, the ground-water re-
source of the area has also been
tapped. Irrigation has served in some
degree to insulate Altus from wide
fluctuations in dry farming yields and
maintain the city’s function as a farm
supply and retail trade center.

Altus is also the site of an Air Force
installation that houses the world’s
largest aircraft—the C-5A Galaxy cargo
transport plane—as well as units of
the Mobile Communications and Stra-
tegic Air Command.

Bartlesville and Ponca City
Bartlesville and Ponca City share
the distinction of being the founding
cities of two major petrochemical
companies. Ponca City grew up
around the oil and gas development
business of Ernest Marland, which
subsequently came under the control
of the Continental Oil Co. (Conoco).
Bartlesville is the international head-

quarters city for the Phillips Petro-
leum Co., first started by the Phillips
brothers in 1917 on Osage and Chero-
kee Indian lands in northeastern Okla-
homa. Major oil-field equipment ser-
vices companies are also headquar-
tered in Bartlesville.

Duncan

Duncan was initially an agricul-
tural service center, and still retains
significant ties to agricultural services
and linkages. But with increasing
economies of scale within agriculture,
and shifts to more extensive livestock
ranching operations, the number of
rural farm residents in Duncan’s mar-
ket area declined. Declines in the rural
farm population coincided with major
oil field developments nearby, and
oil- and gas-related services soon re-
placed agriculture as the leader in in-
dustrial employment in Duncan. Dun-
can is the headquarters for Hallibur-
ton Services, a company with world-
wide interests in servicing and moni-
toring oil and gas field equipment.

Midwest City and Del City
Midwest City and Del City both
specialize in public administration
employment as a result of their prox-
imity to the Tinker Air Force Base
complex. Construction of the Tinker
facility began in 1941 and grew to in-
clude a major logistical and aircraft
maintenance and repair facility. The
Tinker complex is the state’s largest
single employer, with a total work-
force approaching 25,000, including
some 12,000 civil service personnel.

Norman and Stillwater

Norman and Stillwater are the
homes of Oklahoma’s two major uni-
versities. The University of Okla-
homa, with an enrollment averaging
around 20,000 students, is in Norman,
and Oklahoma State University, with
some 18,000 students, is in Stillwater.
Stillwater is the most highly special-
ized of the two cities. In addition to
the functions provided by the pres-
ence of a large agricultural college in
the city, Stillwater serves as a retail
trade and agricultural service center
for a large rural portion of north-cen-
tral Oklahoma.

Norman, approaching 100,000 peo-
ple, serves as a retail trade and gov-
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ernment training center as well as the
home of the largest university in the
state. The U.S. Postal Service operates
a postal training and servicing center
in Norman. A sizeable group of Nor-
man residents employed in public ad-
ministration also commute to jobs
with federal and state government
agencies in Oklahoma City. Two re-
cently constructed manufacturing
plants, one producing vitamin supple-
ments and the other computer disk
drives, as well as a regional shopping
mall, add a measure of diversity to
Norman'’s economic base. The city has
experienced explosive population
growth in the 1990s.

Woodward

Woodward is another example of
an Oklahoma city that began as an agri-
cultural supply and service center,
and was subsequently transformed
into an oil and gas field service center.
The city is subordinate to Enid in terms
of some agricultural service and mar-
keting functions. Agriculture is still an
important part of Woodward’s econ-
omy, however, and to the west and
northwest, Woodward has preempted
a sizeable portion of Enid’s agricul-
tural market area, particularly live-
stock feeding and hauling services.

The most recent period of growth in
the Woodward area has been related
largely to recent expansions in energy
exploration and extraction in the Ana-
darko basin in western Oklahoma and
the Panhandle. In terms of oil- and
gas-field services, equipment repair,
and well-drilling employment, Wood-
ward has become the major center of
western Oklahoma, subordinate only
to Oklahoma City. In addition to oil-
field services, a number of both large
and small oil and gas production and
distribution companies have estab-
lished corporate offices in Woodward.

Regional Multipurpose
Service Center—Lawton

Lawton is a significant regional
center that is above average in a vari-
ety of functions, including retail trade,
agriculture, personal services, con-
struction, and public administration
employment. Lawton is the regional
center of southwestern Oklahoma,
with a population exceeding 80,561
people in 1990.

Retail trade has been enhanced by
a renovation and renewal of the cen-
tral business district following a 10-
year construction project that invested
$21.5 million in capital improvements
to 115 acres in the heart of downtown
Lawton. The project included construc-
tion of a 442,000-square-foot enclosed
downtown shopping mall. The en-
closed mall features a major depart-
ment store at one end and a smaller
department store at the other end. Ad-
ditional shopping centers and malls
are located on the margins of the ur-
ban area and along the H. E. Bailey
Turnpike on the east side of the city.
The Bailey Turnpike places Lawton
within an hour-and-a-half drive of
downtown Oklahoma City.

A major military installation also
enhances Lawton’s economic base.
Fort Sill is the headquarters of the U.S.
Army Field Artillery and home of the
Artillery Center and School. The mili-
tary reservation associated with the
post covers 95,000 acres, providing a
training ground for some 20,000 men
and women serving in the United
States Armed Forces.

In addition to Fort Sill, Lawton has
also benefited from its proximity to
the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Ref-
uge. Each year more than a million
visitors are attracted to the unique
natural landscapes preserved in the
large refuge, which was one of the
earliest established to protect and per-
petuate the last remaining herds of
American bison.

CONCLUSION

Oklahoma was initially a rural state
comprised mostly of small farms in
the east and large cattle ranches in the
west. The state passed through a rapid
period of urbanization and industrial-
ization following a period of change
in agricultural structure that left fewer
people on small rural farms. Most of
the shift in Oklahoma’s population
occurred within the state, as rural
farm people migrated to nearby
towns and cities. Today, Oklahoma
is primarily an urban state, with the
majority of its residents employed
within an urbanized corridor stretch-
ing from northeast to southwest along
the major transportation arteries be-
tween Tulsa and Oklahoma City. Re-
gional urban centers are located in

Enid, Lawton, Woodward, and Mc-
Alester.

In terms of the functions they
serve, Oklahoma has more diversified
cities than it does highly specialized
cities. Manufacturing employs more
people in the cities of the state than
does agriculture or petroleum extrac-
tion. Government employment is also
a major part of the state’s economic
landscape. The more highly special-
ized cities focus on oil and gas, agri-
culture, and government employ-
ment.

Given the broad milieu of func-
tions and services provided by Okla-
homa’s cities, the future appears
bright for both the cities and the rural
areas dependent on them. Oklaho-
mans have weathered the storms of
the past, coped with adversity, and
adjusted to changing conditions, until
today the state is a far different place
from what it was when the first farm-
ers swarmed over the land in the rush
to establish homes. The Oklahoma of
today is beginning to enjoy more bal-
anced and consistent economic devel-
opment due in large measure to the
influence of the cities on the land.
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CONCLUSION

From Resources to Resourcefulness

With resources, people create a
world where they may experience the
passages of life and the fulfillments of
the human spirit. The ability to envi-
sion and develop resources is the key
to satisfaction and accomplishment,
and through the course of its first cen-
tury, Oklahoma has enjoyed the ben-
efits of each.

The most valuable resource has
been the vitality of a committed popu-
lation, who used the prairies, the rich
earth, the coal and oil, stone, lead,
zing, and timber to build a new state
on the southern plains. The materials
of the land were transformed into
houses and cities, highways, schools,
colleges and universities, dams, enter-
prises, hospitals, and churches.

The enthusiasm for harvesting the
bounty of the natural world led quick-
ly toward an economy dominated by
commodity production, leaving the
state exposed to cycles of the weather
and the marketplace. Wealth was cre-
ated, particularly from the petroleum
and natural gas industries, within
which a complex institutional struc-
ture of labor, management, capital,
technology, and scientific research
emerged. The flow of wealth from
these mineral resources underpinned
the state’s economy during times
when agriculture faced challenging
dilemmas of drought, surpluses, and
soil depletion. The oil and gas fields
provided the loci for two great
metropolitan centers, and smaller
poles of urban growth throughout the
state.

Large portions of the state in the
western and central plains have en-
joyed a favorable juxtaposition of ex-
cellent agricultural soils plus oil and
gas production. Irrigation has offset
the erratic rainfall regime of the Pan-

Gary L. Thompson

handle and other areas of western
Oklahoma.

Some southern and eastern coun-
ties were less fortunate in the endow-
ment of soil and oil. Local economies
in these regions have developed on
the basis of specialized agriculture—
irrigated cotton, pouliry, horticulture,
nursery and greenhouse crops. Tim-
ber production has assumed a signifi-
cant role in the southeast. Economic
development has occurred in the tour-
ism, second-home, and retirement
housing developments around the
large reservoirs of these regions,
where forests, lakes, hills, and moun-
tains have proven a valuable and en-
during resource base.

With rapid urbanization, Okla-
homa has experienced the same rural
population adjustments as the nation
at large. Small towns have struggled
to maintain vitality. Many have suc-
cessfully marshalled their resources
through a partial redefinition of their
economic roles. Main streets have
been refurbished and buildings pre-
served to become a new source of
pride and a renewed setting for com-
merce. Some communities have en-
couraged local investment in small
service and manufacturing enter-
prises. Small plants requiring innova-
tive design and entrepreneurial man-
agement skills have appeared in small
communities throughout the state.
Many have thrived as hometowns for
commuters who earn livelihoods in
nearby growth centers.

Overall, the population of the state
has grown along a wide central axis
that connects the economic centers of
Texas with the Midwest.

Oklahoma City has become a more
significant center of electronic and
computer components manufacturing

265

than is nationally recognized, while
Tulsa continues in ways largely as-
sociated with management, aircraft
technology, and service industries.
The development and management of
oil and gas resources allowed both cit-
ies to build important infrastructural
bases that have supported their transi-
tion toward diversified economic
growth. Both enjoy strategic locations
in the continental economy and both
have emerged as metropolitan centers
with dynamic edge cities at their geo-
graphical margins.

In the southwest, economic growth
in the Lawton-Duncan area has
grown on a variegated economic base,
which includes federal employment,
high-tech petroleum technologies,
large manufacturing plants, and agri-
culture.

The recovery of Oklahoma'’s econ-
omy from the legacies of the commod-
ity boom cycle of the 1970s has been
slow but progressive. Oklahomans
have considerable personal experi-
ence in accepting downturns in com-
modity prices and production. A re-
markable degree of tenacity and self-
reliance has developed as a result. In
the face of widespread financial chaos
in the 1980s, Oklahoma has chosen
new directions that are less dependent
on the exploitation of material re-
sources. In the 1990s, there is less em-
phasis on the harvesting and gather-
ing of consumable commodities and
more emphasis on developing the hu-
man resources of the state. During a
time of economic distress, infrastruc-
tural investments have been made in
schools, highways, basic research fa-
cilities, medical care networks, and
eleemosynary systems. Oklahomans
have drawn from experience the les-
son that resources are defined more
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by historical circumstance and need
than by geology and climate. Re-
source development will be influ-
enced more by individual responses
to economic trends, state goals, and

investments than by marketplace
demands of the moment. Success in
the emergent global economy fol-
lows the decision to encourage re-
sourcefulness and new economic

specializations. Oklahoma is begin-
ning to mold the outlines of its own
destiny and to enjoy the benefit of a
location central to national eco-
nomic growth.



