








































































































%0 GEOLOGY OF BEAVER COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

Jacol Achenbach, wealthy wheat farmer of Hardtner, Kan-
sas, had been in a similar position to Beaver. Owning several
thousand acres, he had been compelled to haul his wheat twenty
miles to a railroad. He solicited the Santa Fe to build an ex-
tension to his vicinity, and was (old to “go build a rvailroad him-
self.” With the assistance of Mr. 1. B. Blackstock of Spring-
field, Hlinois, an old time friend and equally extensive farm
owner at Havdtner, they constructed twenty miles of railroad
Lo Kiowa, Kansas, then leased it Lo a rival of the Santa Fe, the
Missouri Pacific.

Messrs. Achenbach and Blackstock were solicited to com-
plete the B. M. & I and upon investigation of its possibilities,
accepted the offer declined by the M. K. & 'I. and the railroad to
Beaver became a reality.

The Beaver, Mcade and Englewood railroad is owned by
these two men. 1t is an independent railroad having general
ollices at Oklahoma City, and has proved a finaneial suceess, [t
is the only railvoad in Oklahoma free from indebledness. In
1924 twenty additional miles were constructed westward across
Jeaver County, and it now has malerial arriving for a twenty
mile farther extension to a connection with the Rock Island at
Hooker, Texas Couniy, Lo be completed in 1926.

PRESENT CONDITIONS
Beaver County of today is one of the progressive counties
of the State, with an interstate reputation as the home of regis-
tered catlle, hogs and poultry. The best maintained dirt high-
ways in the State are found in Deaver, Texas, and Cimarron
counties. Beaver has a population of fifteen thousand, pri-

marily a farming communily. I court house of concrete was

huilt withont a bond issue, and ils sinking fund exceeds its hond-
ed indebledness. A glock pavillion and county fair buildings arve
constructed at Beaver, providing ample space for exhibit and
sale of registered stock, and for holding the annual free counly
fair.

The sod dugouts of No Man’s Land have been repliced with
comniadious farm homes and modern conveniences, Many have
individual water and lighting systems installed.  The covered
wagons of former days are now automobiles, and the weekly
newspaper is now a radio, The counlry school districts are Lo
a large extent replaced with Union and Consolidated schools
with motor transportation for pupils.

Gate, Knowles, and Forgan are substantial towns along the
M. K. & . railroad cach having several churches, good grade
schools and aceredited high schools.  Forgan has a municipal
water and light plant.

HISTORY OF BEAVER COUNTY, GKLAIOMA. 7l

Since the davs of No Man’s Land, Beaver has always heen
the metropolis and seat of government. Its first church build-
ing in Oklahoma now has company in the Christian, Methodist
and Baptist edifices. Justead of its sod school house of '86 there
is now a modern brick grade building and a $40,000.00 high
school building erected in 1926. 1t former sod business houses
have been replaced by several hlocks of substantial brick build-
ings. Its former open wells and oaken buckeéts have heen sup-
planted with a model municipal light, water and ice plant, hav-
ing duplicate engines, dynamos and pumps, which provide rev-
entie for a municipal swimming pool as well as all other munici-
pal expenses without taxation.

PLATE XVI.

G. A. . REUNION 1IN 1845,

This is the transposition from No Man’s Land to Beaver
Counly.



