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the short season, and it probably never will become a staple crop.
Garden truck and fruit are found in abundance in the sub-inzl-
gated lands but on the flats these crops must be irrigated in
order to produce a sullicient yield for the average J'amil_v.‘ Ap-
ples, cherries, grapes, and some peaches compose the main va-
rieties of fruit grown.
LIVESTOCK

The dairy cow is playing an important part in the develop-
ing of agriculture in the counly. The overhead expense is met
on most farms by the product of the cow and the hen. As yet
there are few dairy herds established, but what few there are
are preeminently success{ul.

The beef breeds of cattle throughout the entire county are
mostly all pure hred, and due to the ideal conditions of the coun-
ty for producing healthy livestock arve far above the average.
The Hereford is the most prevalent breed on the larger ranches
while on the farms, the Shorthorn and other breeds are.seen.

Hogs are coming more and more into prominence in this
county, the Poland China and Duroce being the favorites. Poul-
try in almost all of the leading breeds are to be found on the
farms and many carloads of egygs and chickens are shipped out
each year going to the larger markets.

During the Inst three years, due o the low prices, livestock
breeders have sold most of their stock, keeping only enough on
hand for breeding purposes. [Present time prices are on the
incline and considerable activity is being noted among the
breeders. :

METHODS OF FARMING

Due to the practice of dry farming the semi-arid conditions
of the counly is gradually giving way to increased yields of
crops. This dry farming melhod consists of the conservation
of moisture by the making of a mulch of the top soil premptly
after each rain, thus storing the moisture in the sub-soil. Care
is talen o keep down Lhe weeds, and the muleh is never made
too fine, because of Lthe winds that might blow the soil about
damaging the growing crop. When deep plowing is practiced
which is seldom, the sub-surface packer is immediately used.

When the eastern and northern methods of farming are
abandoned in favor of the necessary methods of cultivation in
vogue in a semi-arvid country, splendid crops arve produced.
These methods having for the most part been adopted, today
Beaver County ranks well up in the list of successful agricul-
ture counties of Oklahoma.
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HISTORY OF BEAVER COUNTY
OKLAHOMA
By
F. G TRACY

FOREWORD

Beaver County prior to stalehood, embraced that portion
of the Territory of Oklahoma, lying between the 86 degrees 30
minutes and 37th degrees of latitude, and the 100th and 103rd
degrrees of longitude. Its area was nearly six thousand square
miles, over three and one-half million acres.

In 1907 the Constitutional Convention divided *Beaver
County into three counties of nearly equal area. The eastern
one-third retained its original name of Beaver County. The
central one-third was given the name of “l'exas” County, in
honor of the stale of which Beaver County was once a part.
The western one-third was given the name of “Cimarron” Coun-
tv in honor of the non-existant “Cimarron Territory,” the name
of the Provisional Government under which No Manw’s Land,
later Beaver County, knocked at the doors of Congress, seeking
“admission to the United States” and extension of federal laws
over its domain. The agitation raised in Congress over the
status of No Man’s Land, and opening its lands to settlement,
was a material factor in bringing ahout the opening of the pub-
lic lands in the Indian Territory and creation of the Territory
of Oklahoma.

In assembling this history of Beaver County, necessarily
recitals of events prior to 1907, relate to the original Beaver
County. :

EARLY HISTORY

The territory now embraced in Beaver Counly has heen
owned and disowned, claimed and disclaimed, has heen an or-
phan among nations—a No Man’s Land—and finally reached a
haven of rest as an appurtenance to the state of Qklahoma. The
handle to the pan. A nuisance to map makers, who usually de-
tach it from the northwest corner of the map where it properly
belongs, and place it on the lower left corner as an addendum,
Yet, whether appurtenance, addendum or handle, it is a handle
often needed by the pan statistically, in obtaining first place for
some product of the farm or ranch,

Its lands have been under the sovereignty of two monarch-
ies, three republics and two states. Its boundaries were cre-
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ated as a result of diplomacy, of war, of slavery, and in part,
just happened.

In 1803, its sovereignty passed (rom France to the United
States in the Louisiana Purchase. Only {o be (llscl.zumcd and
given to Spain in 1819 through the Florida treaty in compro-
mise over the more valuable territory along the Gulf coast.
By this treaty the boundary lines between Lhe United Slales and
Spanish territory, were in part, (l('siﬂ_nulml as l’_l'le 100th degree
of longitude, the easlern boundary of Beaver County.

In 1824, through the successiul revolution ~and indupc'n(l-
ence of the Republic of Mexico, its sovercignty passed to Mexico,
as a portion of the Mexican state of "Texas. 'l‘we!ve years !aler,
Texas won her independence from Mexico, and its sovereignty
passed to the Republic of 'T'exas.

In Decembler 1844, following several years of controversy
in Congress, Texas was admilted to the United States, _sub,]ocl'
however, to several reslrictions and conditions, of which two
may be noted as having had an influence on the future boundar-
ies of Beaver County. Namely, “The adjustment of all ques-
tona as to its (Texas) boundavies, as to other governments,
shall be reserved to the United Stales,” and, “That with the con-
sent of "Texas, four states or territories may be (:l"eate(l from
its territory” but that “in any state or territory which shall !m
formed out of its territory lving north of pavallel 36 degrees 80
minutes slavery shall be forever prohibiled.”

Texas agreed to these restriclions and was admiltted !0 the
Union in March 1845, as a slave staje, ils domain ex(:on(ll_mz to
the Arkansas River far norvth of the Missouri Compromise of
1820. Its eastern boundary was the 100th Meridian, its west-
ern boundary a matler of dispute with Mexico.

The admission of ‘I'exas over the protest of Mexico, and
controversy over its wesiern houndary, lead to .t.he war wilh
Mexico and the subsequent acquigition by the Uniled Stal._cs of
the Mexican states of California and New DMexico, The dispute
between Texas and Mexico over its western boundary, became
a dispute between the Uniled Slales and 'l'exas.

In September 1850 an agreement over this I)ound:lr,.v was
made through the passave of an act by Congress proposing to
the State of Texas, “the establishment of its northern and west-
ern boundaries” velinquishment to the United Sl’fll‘(!&" of all ter-
ritory exlerior therveto, and establishing a terntnrm] govern-
ment for New Mexico. For a consideration of ten million dol-
lars Texas agreed, among other things, that its nm'tll(:rn bound-
ary should be parallel 36 degrees 20 minutes north latltll(_|e, (the
Missouri Compromise line) and its weslern boundary, in part,
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the 103rd meridian of longitude, relinquishing to the United
States all territory exterior thereto.

The Territory of New Mexico was created in part from
Lerritory thus relinquished, having tor its eastern houndary, the
103rd meridian, for its northern, the $7th parallel of latitude.

Two boundaries for Beaver County were created by these meas-
ures, its southern and western.

Four years Jater, in 1854, Congress created the Territory
of Kansas, with its southern boundary the 37th pavallel of jati-
tude, its western, the 102nd meridian. 1n 1861 the Territory
of Colorado was created, with its eastern boundary the 102nd
meridian, its southern the 87th parallel. The creation of these
two territories with southern houndaries completed isolation
from territorial government of the strip of government domain
lying between the parallels of latitude 36 degrees 30 minutes
and 37 degrees, and of longitude 100 degrees to 103 degrees.
A narrow strip 3414 miles wide by 166 miles long, which in later
years became known locally as the “Strip.”

For many years this strip was unoccupied and forgotten,
In the early eighties the Kansas counties adjoining on the north
had become well settled. On the south, the Texas Panhandle had
become the home of vast eattle vanches. Within Lhe borders
a4 few cattle men had established ranches along the streams.

The “Strip” was helieved to be Indian Territory lands, a portion
of the Cherokee Qutlet.

FIRST SETTLEMENT
In 1885, title to the “Strip” as a portion of the Cherokee
Outlet was decided adversely to the Cherokee Nation. It was
government public domain. Its survey was incomplete and it
was not open for settlement, but as public domain it was sub-
ject to “Squatters rights” and as such, homeseekers could euter
and squat upon the lands. This, many did in the fall of 1885,

In the early spring of 188G, a tidal wave of homeseekers
entered the “Strip.”” Two postollices were established. One at
Gate City on its eastern border, the olher at Beaver City, thirty
miles westward. "T'hese ollices were designated by the Postoflice
Departinent as being in “Neutral Strip of Indian Territory.”
(N.S. 1, T.) As a matter of {act it was never any portion of
the Indian Terrvitory. Shortly thereafter it was ollicially desig-
nated merely as “Public Land Strip.”

The first school building constructed in the “Strip” was one’
at Beaver Cily in September 1886, with Mary Hunter teaching

a subseription school therein,
The first church (Presbyterian) was erected in Beaver City
in June 1887, with Rev. Robt. M. Overstreet as pastor. Inci-
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dentally it'is claimed this chureh is the oldest one in Oklahoma,
It is well preserved and has been continuously occupied by its
members.

The first newspaper in the “Strip” was the “Territorial Ad-
voeate,” (irst published by Brown and Payne al Beaver Cily in
July 1887, and is the oldest newspaper in the State.  Hs name
was later changed to “Beaver llerald” and is now the “lerald-
Democrat.”

The firsl and only townsite surveved and plalled in the
“Strip” was that of Beaver City, jn March 1886, An attempt

PLATE XIV.

BEAVER CITY IN 1896,
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by townsite boomers from Wichita, Kansas, to perfect or obtain
title to this townsite brought about the first information as to
the actual status of the “Strip.”

NO MAN'S LAND

To quote from an early statement of the status of the
“Strip,” “It was unorganized public domain, beyond the pale of
any state or territory. Simply the property of Unele Sam, a
waste bit of pasture that he overlooked when laying out the rest
of his farm in palches for cultivation.

“That it should have been overlooked in the course of legis-
lation is not very surprising, hut that it should be a part of the
United States and yet beyond the reach of the United States
courts and court oflicers is a matter needing explanation.

“T'he jurisdiction of each United Slates court sitting in the
States and Territories around No Man's Land is definitely fixed
by the hill creating the judicial disirict in which the court sits.
No court can take cognizance of any crime committed heyond
ils jurisdiction. Because No Man’s Land was not within the
limits of any of the surrounding States or Territories, it was
naturally enouglh overlooked in defining the judicial district.

“The sixth amendment to the Constitution of the United
States provides that “In all eriminal prosecutions the accused

-shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public triai by an impartial

jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been
commitled, which district shall have been previously ascertained
by law.”

In what eourt, therefore, could a person committing a erime
in No Man’s Land be tried? He must be tried within the *“dis-
trict wherein the erime was committed, which district shall have
heen previously determined by law.”  No Man’s Land was never
within any district. A subsequent inclusion in some district
would effect no remedy, for. at the time the crime was com-
mitted it was not committed within the district, and, another
provision of the Conslitution is brief but to the point, “No ex
post facto law shall be passed.”

“God made the west for those who knew
No fear, und He found many of them.”

Knowledge that No Man’s Land was beyond the pale of law
or courls did not deter emigration to any perceptible extent.
Surely Congress would remedy this condition without delay.:

A conservative estimate of the population in 1887 would
he hetween twelve and fifteen thousand. Settlement had ex-
tended for nearly one hundred miles from its eastern boundary.
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Postollices and small trading centers had heen established at
Gate City, Meridian, UGlue Grass, Logan, Lockwood, Benton, and
Alpine all east of Beaver City, and at Rothwell, Boyd, Paluduro,
Hardesty, and Optima to the west from Deaver City. Another
settlement had been made in the extreme west end around Min-
eral City.

Due to the fact that No Man's Land was beyond the law, it
gained an unearned and unenviahle reputation of being a lawlesy
land, occupied principallty hy oullaws, thieves and: murderers.
Fov the past thirly years every news story purporting to he a
history of the early days in No Man's Land has been largely a
seusational account of the few homicides committed at Beaver
City, with a little historical setting for proper background.

As a matler of history, No Man's Land was occupied by a
sturdy, law abiding, homeloving class of people, principally from
Kansas, Missouri, and Minois. The usnal source of disorder
and crime, came from a floaling element making some of the
towns their temporary abode, and the few homicides to he noted
came from this class through quarrels among themselves, or by
vigilante action when such action beeame necessary.

Aside from the “Hay Meadow Massnere” of Kansas by
Kansans in the county seat war between Huguton and Woods-
dale. which occurred just over the No Man's Line the record of
twelve thousand people in a newly soliled portion of the west,
in a land without law or courts, will show less than twenty hom-
icides during the five vear period of setllemoent. Five of these
occeurred at Beaver City, four at or near Gate City. 'U'he set-
tlement of any other equal aren of the west, under jurisdiction
of law and courts will usually show an equal number,

As a substitute for courts. vigilance committees were or-
ganized around most comnnmity conters. Any actual home-
steader could hecome a member.  Though they seldom function-
ed, their existence was a delerrent to erime, When necessary
they acted promptly and eflectively. Prohably one-third of the
homicides noted were “executions” by vigilance committees,
cither by hanging or gunshot.

TERRITORY OF CIMARRON

During February and March 1887, organization of the
“Provisional Territory of Cimarron” was eflected at Beaver
City. Viewed from the present day, it was a ernde allair in
itself hut it was the medium through which a representative was
sent to Washinglon, presenting credentials ns a “lelegate to
Congress from Cimarron Territory” and a memorial to Con-
gress asking “Admission to the United States,” protection of

federal laws and courts, and opening the lands to homestead
entry.
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Congress refused formal recognition to this delegate from
‘Cimarron Territory,” though as a lobbiest or personal repre-
entative from No Man’s Land this delegate appezn'e(.I before
Jongressional committees giving first hand information con-
erning needed legislation.

The opening of publie lands in the Indian fl‘m:ritory (()kl.a-
1ma) was prominently before Congress at this time, angl lems-
ation for No Man's Land became merged and involved with this
ssue— the age old conflict between those pioneers of the west,
he cattleman and the homesteader.

PLATE XV,

R, K. PERRY OUTEFIT IN 1895,

Ag a result, No Man’s Land narrowly escaped going into
the hands of the cattleman. An act, presumably as a tempo-
ary remedy for conditions in No Man’s Land was m.nneu\'e!'e_(l
;ln';)uuh both houses of Congress in the confus_lon. Qf its closing
lays, attaching No Man’s Land to Kansas for J.ll(llClal purposes,
lirecting a completion of ifs survey but carrying no appropri-
wion for this purpose. Under its provisions, instead of its
ands being opened to homestead settlement, they would have
ween subject to conversion into private hands tln'(')u;zh the me-
lium of land seript, wilh title passing in -extensl\'e Mocks to
land speculators and caltle interests. Dresident Ulevel_and ve-
toed this act.

In 1889 Oklahoma was opened to settlement, with no pro-
vision made for opening No Man’s Land. Its seltlers, grown
weary of squatling on lands awaiting t'!le doubtful outcome of
rongressional legislation, abandoned “l(}!l' hones and flocked to
the Oklahoma opening.,  IFrom a population of over twelve thou-
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sand in 1887, its population declined to less than three thousand
in 1889.

In creating the Tervitory of Oklahoma in 1890, No Man's
Land was included under the name of “Seventh County” with
Beaver as its county seat. Seventh County was changed to
Jeaver Counly by popular vole at the first clection under terri-
torial government,

With its entry into Oklahoma Territory, the lands of Beaver
County were opened to homestead entry.  Squatlers were given
preference right to entry on their claims and a credit of two
years residence thereon, It was made a separvale land district,
with a land oflice to be loeated in the district.  Political town-
site boomers were nearly successful in localing this land oflice
at Buftalo, a non-existant town on the sparsely setded prairies
but the storm of protest avising from this conlemplated action
caused the location to be changed to Beaver City.

Though the lands in Beaver County were open for free
homestead enlry, the opening of the Cheyenne, Kiowa, and other
Indian reservalions and the Cherokee Outlel, held the tide of
emigration to central Oklahoma. From 1890 to 1903 the popu-
lation of Beaver County never reached five thousand.

The first material emigration to Beaver County since 1886,
came in 1903, The Rock lsland railroad had constructed its
road diagonally across the cenler of the counly, and seltlement
spread both ecast and west from its stations.  Overflow {rom the
Cherokee outlet was algo enlering from the eastern border. By
1906 the population had increased from less than five thousand
to more than forly thousand.

BEAVER COUNTY DIVIDED

In 1907 the western Lwo-thirds of the county was segre-
gated by the Constitutional Convention, and became Texas and
Cimarron counties. By this division Beaver County lost its
railroad mileage, and nearly two-lhirds ol ils population.

In 1912 the Wichita Falls and Northwestern Railroad, a
subsidiary of the M. K. & 1. and now merged with the parent
road, constructed its railrond partially through the county, mak-
ing ils terminal at a point six miles north of Beaver City.

Like most railroad construclion in the west, with one un-
avoidable exception, for one hundred and fifty miles its survey
avoided every established town near its route. 1ts promotors
Iaid out their own townsites near established towns whose resi-
dentls must necessarily purchase lols, move their buildings to the
railroad and slart anew.
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BEAVER CITY BUILDS A RAILROAD

The Beaver River runs eastward across Beaver County.
On its north are a range of sand hills two to four miles wide,
Numerous streams and the greater portion of the acreage and
population is south of the river. In avoiding the town ol Beaver
the railroad overlooked this material fact. lts {erminal was
located at Forgan north of the river and sand hills, while its
principal tonnage must come from south of the river, and Beaver
City with the gateway through which this tonnage must pass,

Unable to induce the railroad to build to Beaver, and aware
of its advantageous position, its residents were determined
Beaver would establish a precedent and be one town that the
railroad would not move. 1f the road would not build to Beaver,
then Beaver would build its own railroad. In this resolution
the town had the moral and active support of a large farming
community, who donated both labor and money toward its con-
struction.

Thus came into existence the Beaver, Meade and Engle-
wood railroad, whose mileage within the county this year wiil
exceed that of the M. K. & T. The first construction began in
the fall of 1913 when farm work was slack, and a few farmers
offered to commence work on a grade if townspeople would pro-
vide hoard for themselves and feed for their teams. As word
spread that farmers were going to build the grade, others joined
the work. Within a week twenly were working, in another week
filly, and thereafter never less than a hundred, until the six
miles of grade were completed.

These farmers were paid a unique and munilicient wage.
They were donating work, asking only expense money. A trav-
cling kitchen followed the grade, providing meals for 25 cents.
Hay and grain were supplied at wholesale, and a team ordinarily
ate 75 cents worth per day. Thus expense was agreed to he 75
conts por team, 75 cents per man, and “10 cents for tobaceo.”
Those who did not smoke were jokingly accused of hoarding

-their wages to buy diamonds.

With a completed grade, an appeal was made to the M. K.
& T. Railroad to take the grade and right of way as a gift and
complete the road, and the offer was declined. l'unds were then
raised to buy ten thousand ties and three miles of rails, and
business at Beaver was suspended while its residents turned out
and laid these ties and rails. Liniment and court plaster were
in demand for many days thereafter.

Again the grade and three miles of track were offered to
tue M. K. & T. if they would build the remainder, and again the
olfer was declined. Assistance then came from an unexpected
source. That which farmers had commenced, another farmer
completed.
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Jacol Achenbach, wealthy wheat farmer of Hardtner, Kan-
sas, had been in a similar position to Beaver. Owning several
thousand acres, he had been compelled to haul his wheat twenty
miles to a railroad. He solicited the Santa Fe to build an ex-
tension to his vicinity, and was (old to “go build a rvailroad him-
self.” With the assistance of Mr. 1. B. Blackstock of Spring-
field, Hlinois, an old time friend and equally extensive farm
owner at Havdtner, they constructed twenty miles of railroad
Lo Kiowa, Kansas, then leased it Lo a rival of the Santa Fe, the
Missouri Pacific.

Messrs. Achenbach and Blackstock were solicited to com-
plete the B. M. & I and upon investigation of its possibilities,
accepted the offer declined by the M. K. & 'I. and the railroad to
Beaver became a reality.

The Beaver, Mcade and Englewood railroad is owned by
these two men. 1t is an independent railroad having general
ollices at Oklahoma City, and has proved a finaneial suceess, [t
is the only railvoad in Oklahoma free from indebledness. In
1924 twenty additional miles were constructed westward across
Jeaver County, and it now has malerial arriving for a twenty
mile farther extension to a connection with the Rock Island at
Hooker, Texas Couniy, Lo be completed in 1926.

PRESENT CONDITIONS
Beaver County of today is one of the progressive counties
of the State, with an interstate reputation as the home of regis-
tered catlle, hogs and poultry. The best maintained dirt high-
ways in the State are found in Deaver, Texas, and Cimarron
counties. Beaver has a population of fifteen thousand, pri-

marily a farming communily. I court house of concrete was

huilt withont a bond issue, and ils sinking fund exceeds its hond-
ed indebledness. A glock pavillion and county fair buildings arve
constructed at Beaver, providing ample space for exhibit and
sale of registered stock, and for holding the annual free counly
fair.

The sod dugouts of No Man’s Land have been repliced with
comniadious farm homes and modern conveniences, Many have
individual water and lighting systems installed.  The covered
wagons of former days are now automobiles, and the weekly
newspaper is now a radio, The counlry school districts are Lo
a large extent replaced with Union and Consolidated schools
with motor transportation for pupils.

Gate, Knowles, and Forgan are substantial towns along the
M. K. & . railroad cach having several churches, good grade
schools and aceredited high schools.  Forgan has a municipal
water and light plant.
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Since the davs of No Man’s Land, Beaver has always heen
the metropolis and seat of government. Its first church build-
ing in Oklahoma now has company in the Christian, Methodist
and Baptist edifices. Justead of its sod school house of '86 there
is now a modern brick grade building and a $40,000.00 high
school building erected in 1926. 1t former sod business houses
have been replaced by several hlocks of substantial brick build-
ings. Its former open wells and oaken buckeéts have heen sup-
planted with a model municipal light, water and ice plant, hav-
ing duplicate engines, dynamos and pumps, which provide rev-
entie for a municipal swimming pool as well as all other munici-
pal expenses without taxation.

PLATE XVI.

G. A. . REUNION 1IN 1845,

This is the transposition from No Man’s Land to Beaver
Counly.



