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time the order is placed. When put into use, water may be
passed through the filters indefinitely without the filtering
ability being affected.

PRODUCTION,

According to Siebenthal* the production has increased from
less than 200 tons of tripoli flour in 1888 to 1,000 tons in 1893;
1,375 tons in 1894; and 4,000 to 5,000 tons per year in the suc-
ceeding years to 1907. During the year of 1916 approx1mately
9,000 tons of flour were shipped. The present (1917) price of
tripoli flour f..0. b. Seneca, Mo., is from $6 to $8 per ton. It is
estimated that in 1906 six hundred tons of rough rock were
worked into filter stones. Since then the production of filters
has gradually decreased. A unit price can not be placed on the
individual filter stones, as the price varies with the size, shape,
and amount of work done on each stone. Perhaps an average
price for a cylinder 3’ x 6" would be from 15 to 20 cents. Total
figures upon the value of the entire production of tripoli of
Oklahoma could not be procured, but from reliable estimates

for the year 1916 they would not be far from $90, OOO Between

30 and 40 per cent of the ﬂour is exported

USES OF TRIPOLI.

Tnpoll is ‘used largely for filters and as abrasive powders
or flour. As mentioned, filters are made in various shapes and
sizes. The ord nary house filter has a capacity of about 400
gallons per hour, but by arranging the filters in series or batteries
almost any desired capacity may be obtained. The larger. por-
tion of any suspended matter in water will be removed upon
passing through filters. Since pathogenic germs infesting waters
are largely attached to suspended matter, it follows that these
germs would also be removed. It is said that bacteriological

examination of water before and after its passage through tripoli '

demonstrates the stérilizing efficiency of the stone.
Tripoli flour is used for abrasive work, such as polishing,

burnishing, and buffing. In this capacity it is mixed as an in--

gredient into various -scouring soaps and metal polishes. A
large amount of tripoli is consumed by foundries, where it is

*Siebenthal, C. E Tripoli deposits near Seneca, Mo., Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey
340 p. 435, 1907.
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used as parting for molds. Tripoli flour serves as the most im-
portant constituent of the parting and when put on the molds
causes the casting to leave the mold with a smooth surface.
There are many other materials against which tripoli must
compete as an abrasive. Among these are corundum, emery,
abrasive garnet, diatomaceous earth, yolcanic ash, pumice ,feld-
spar, and silica (quartz). The production of these other abrasives
is vastly more important than the production of tripoli. Tripoli
is used only where a very even and very fine abrasive is wanted.
It is interesting to note that the demand for tripoli amounts

. to about 8,000 or 10,000 tons per year, while the combined

output of the mills, if running full capacity, would amount to
about 25,000 tons per year.

INDUSTRIES.

“The American Tripoli Company was the first to do active
work in the production of tripoli, having commenced operations
as early as 1887. The land controlled by this company lies one
mile North of Seneca, Mo., partly in Oklahoma and partly in
Missouri. Deposits of tripoli occur on both sides of the state
line, but the main deposit now being worked is on the Oklahoma
side.. The drying sheds belonging to this company are located
close to the quarries. The mill is located at Seneca, Mo., and was
constructed in 1907. It is equipped with machinery adequate
to turn out 30 tons of tripoli flour per ten hour day. The filter

‘works are established in connection with the flouring mill.

“The Seneca Tripoli Company is the only other firm operating

in Oklahoma. (See Plates VII and IX). The mill is situated

on 120 acres of land two. miles south of Peoria, and most of this
land is underlaid with tripoli. The rock is hoisted direct from
the quarries to the mill, where it is prepared for market. Ma-
chinery is installed for the manufacture of filters, but the prin-
cipal product of the mill is the tripoli flour. The capacity of the
mill is about 50 tons of finished product per ten hour day. This
company also has a small filter mill just south of Racine, Mo.,
where a fine-grained tripoli which is more suited to filter making
is quarried.

There are one or two smaller companies which ship some
tripoli from the neighborhood of Racine, Mo., but their output
is negligible.



