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Mankin named new
Energy Center Director

Dr. Charles J. Mankin, director of the
Oklahoma Geological Survey since 1967 and
PTTC South Midcontinent Region program
manager, is adding an additional assignment
at the University of Oklahoma to his activi-
ties. Mankin was named Director of the
Sarkeys Energy Center by the OU Board of
Regents at their October meeting, and
officially assumed the office on November 1.

“Charles Mankin is nationally and
internationally respected by both government
and private sector leaders in the energy
field,” OU President David Boren said, noting
Mankin’s years of experience as an OU faculty
member and OGS director. “Given his unparalleled knowledge of the entire
history of the Sarkeys Energy Center and a clear understanding of its mission,
Charles Mankin is the best possible person to provide leadership for the
Energy Center as it moves to an even higher level of performance.”

The mission of the Sarkeys Energy Center is to foster world-class interdis-
ciplinary energy research and education and, through various means of tech-
nology transfer, strengthen and enhance regional economic growth as well as
national energy and economic security. The Energy Center programs include
six interdisciplinary institutes and a special institute that focuses on the
Western Hemisphere. These institutes incorporate faculty from the colleges of
Geosciences, Engineering, Arts and Sciences, Business, and Law to develop
programs and technology that advance the energy industry in Oklahoma and
throughout the world.

“The Sarkeys Energy Center was created to promote interaction among the
University of Oklahoma, industry, and government to address issues relating to
energy,” Mankin says. “Institutes have been created in the Center to examine
high priority areas of mutual interest. Our goal is to have the Center be the
first point of contact for those seeking answers to energy issues.”

As well as its mission and philosophy, the physical setting of the Energy
Center also is impressive. The Center is a four-square-block, seven-acre,
340,000 square-foot teaching and energy research complex located on the
northeast corner of the Norman campus of the University of Oklahoma. It
houses more than 200 teaching and research laboratories, 30 classrooms,
faculty and administrative offices, and the Geological Survey main offices.
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