————

OKL_fAr“%Oc’v‘A MINERAL N‘DU. TF?IcS CONFERE]

ME
‘39'} Vq'ﬂ4cx) ®

. ~? ;;"’?A — ijﬂ
A ’f 1__1_}~__,

HEV INDUSTRIZ V“wg'(s
\Cﬁ EMPLOYIENT G

W\/\/w

PLABLISHED i THE OFICE OF THE
G _ARGMA  GROLOGICAL SURVEY

MOIMAN, URLA, A
Vol., VII, No., 12 December, 1947




HOW THE STATE GOVEANMENT IS HELPING
TO INDUSTRIALIZE OKLAHOMA

By Gov. Roy J. Turner
(hddress delivered st Tulsa, November 17, 1947)

I greatly appreciate this opportunity to meet
with the Oklahoma Industrial and Mineral Industries
Conference. Assembled here we have a nucleus of
citizens with great talents, resources and ability
who will play a very vital role in the future de-
velopment of Oklahoma.  In view of factual iaforma-
tion, recently developed by studies of our overall
natlonal situetion, this conference is most timely.

Since territorial days, we have accepted agri-
culture as our basic industry. Today, agriculture
remains as our greatest single industry. But there
have been changes in agricultura1 operations--
changes which make it obvious that we can no longer
look to that industry for sustenance of a growing
and prosperous population.

The development of modern farm machinery has
had a profound effect upon agriculture. Lerger
acreages can now be tilled by fewer farmers. The
trend is toward larger farms and a smaller farm
population. With the population of the United
States steadily increasing, it is appareat that
urban industries and urban services must provide
employment for an increasing number of Americans,

Recent figures, prepared by the United States
Census Bureau, indicate that Oklahoma has lost
population since 1940. Yet the same report re-
flects a national population increase. A recent
article in Newsweek Magazine attributes a portion
of the responsibility for this situation to migra-
tion from Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Missouri, We
know that the cities of Oklahome are growing, so we
must assume that our loss in population is traceable
to migration from our farms to other states.
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Before discussing the relationship of our
state government to our industrial needs, I wish to
make one point very clear:

We must never lose sight of the importance of
agriculture to our state economy. Our present ef-
forts in the fields of reclamation, soil research,
and spil conservation must continue with full force.
Statistics show, that considering the entire popu-
lation of the world, there are only two acres of
productive crop land per capita.

If the productive crop land of the United
States were divided among 146,000,000 Americans, we
would have about three acres per capita. We are
losing approximately 500,000 acres of land a year
because of erosion. These figures indicate that we
are approaching a danger line in the United States.
Therefore, it is very apparent that our productivity
must be increased., Indeed, this is no time for us
to lose sight of our responsibilities toward agri-
culture, ‘

I am sure that every thoughtful citizen, whose
ma jor interest is in urban industry, will recognize
the impact our agricultural economy will have upon
a1l industry.

Let us turn now to an examination of the rela-
tionship our state government bears to Oklahoma's
industrial future. Industry has always been sensi-
tive to taxation, and Oklahoma's tax structure has
been the object of much criticism. The Oklahoma
income tax has been blamed for the obstruction of
our industrial development.

Prior to 1947, opposition to the state income
tax was so great that new industries declined to
locate 1in Oklahoma, and old industries moved to
other states. This trend persisted despite the
fact, that, even then, Oklahoma offered certain tax
inducements for-industry.
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Oklahoma advanced greatly, with the enactment
of a community property law. Oklahoma has no ad
valorem taxes for state purposes, and the ad valorem
tax for municipal, e¢ounty, and school purposes has
a constitutional limitation. Yet, desvite these
advantages, Oklahome remained something of an in-
dustrial leper.

When I tock office, last January, one of the
thoughts foremost in my mind--and in the minds of
our legislators, to whom I pay tribute for their
cooperation--was that everything possible must be
done to overcome factors contributing to our indus-
trial delinquency.

Accordingly, a reduction in the state income
tax was high on the agenda of the new administra-
tion. The reduction was accomplished. It was a.
substantial reduction--a reduction of one-third
straight across the board. Our legislature also
modified certain use taxes, which had been found to
bs detrimental to industry.

During the first half of the current year,
twenty-seven state legislatures were in session.
Twenty-six of these legislatures provided for tax
increases for their states, One legislature only
provided for a tax reduction. That was the Twenty-
first Legislature of Oklahoma,

In addition to its work in the field of taxa-
tion, our legislature enacted a comprehensive and
liberalized corporation code. It is interesting to
note, that during September, charters issued corpo-
rations decreased 10.4 percent throughout the United
States. In Oklahoma, however, charters issued cor-
porations increased 290 percent during the same
period. For the past nine months there was a na-
tiocnal decrease of 18 percent, while Oklahoma showed
an inerease of nearly 100 percent.
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I am sure we can agree that the attitude of a
state government towara industry will bear with
great import upon the attitude of industry toward a
state.

Every successful industry is founded and oper-
ated upon sound business principles. A state gov-
ernment, which indulges in slip-shod practices in
the handling of its affairs, holds no interest for
the industrialist. And this was another factor,
which claimed the attention of our last legislature.
Although laws enacted prior to 1947 made it neces-
sary for the state to operate upon a balanced bud-
get, the legislature was still forced to base its
appropriations largely on estimates and guess work.
As a matter of fact, no state official could say
with any degree of accuracy how many men and women
were employed by the state.

To overcome this situation, and to place state
fiscal affairs upon 2 business basis, our last
legislature enacted a budget control law.

This law is now in force, and you can be as-
sured that your next legislature will know how many
state employees there are, in what departments they
work, what their duties are, and what salaries they
receive,

Our next legislature will alsc know what ex-
penditures were made and what commodities or serv-
ices were received for those expenditures. The
budget control law also empowers the state budget
director to curtail departmental expenditures in
case of revenue failure. This assures us that ex-
penditures will be kept within available revenue.

Although we may not often pause to think of
it, our state government bears another relationship
to industry in the field of transportation. If we
are to realize our full industrial potentialities,
we ultimately must provide easy access to markets.
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This will require the planning and execution
of a long range hichway program. It also will re-
quire the development of a good farm-to-market road
system. Qur new highway commission, which is the
most renresentative commission in the nistory of
our state, is working--and working hard-- for the
achievement of these dbjectives.

At the present rate state and fecderal funds to
be available to the hizhway department for mainte-
nance and construction of primary roads will total
about $20,000,000 annually, and perhaps $10,000,000
will be availasble for farm-to-market roads. I would
be less than frank with you if I were to leave the
impression that this amount of money will be suf-
ficient to finance a complete highway and rural
road program within the next few years. One of the
bridges we ultimately will have to cross will be
the decision as to whether we want our roads and
highways now or whether we want to wait for them.

Meanwhile, we may have found a part of the an-
swer to the provlem of financing major highways,
The proposed turnpike between Oklahome City and
Tulsa may prove to be the forerunner of other proj-
ects, which ultimately may span the state, In
Pennsylvania recently, the Oklahoma Turapike Au-
thority found that definite plans already have been
made for the extension of the Pennsylvania Turnpike.

We also found that the Pennsylvania Turnpike
was more practical from a financial standpoint than
had been anticipated. Current receipts indicate
that the Pennsylvania Turnpike bonds will be re-
tired several years earlier than was expected.

We also learned that the Pennsylvania Turnpike
has proved to be beneficial to business in communi-
ties along its entire route. It has stimulsted
commercial and tourist traffic. Yet, when the
turnpike was proposed, it met opposition similar to
that aimed at the proposed Oklahoma Turnpike.
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Some of our people are prone to look upon the
Oklahoma Turnpike as a sectional enterprise, de-
signed principally to benefit industries in Okla-
homa City and Tulsa. I hold that the operation of
our turnpike will prove to be of benefit to incus~
try and commerce in many other sections of the
state. Ultimately we may finc that Oklahoma City
and Tulsa are merely on the route,

Assembled here today are many of the men who
made COklshoma's industrial tour to northesstern
states last summer. This was a great promoticnal
undertaking, and its results will be forthcoming
for a great many years to come, I would 1like to
report that your state government 1is following
through. Our past legislature appropriated . funds
for a modest advertising campaign in national pub-
lications, Advertisements have appeared--or will
appear--in Fortune, Time, Newsweek, Business Week,
and Nation's Business.

Other advertising material will be published
in the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, the
Chieago Journal of Commerce; and the Chicago Trib-
une,

Meanwhile, as the Research Division of the
Planning and Resources Board completes studies,
trade campaigns will be released about Oklahoma's
agvantages to specific industries, Campaigns are
now being prepared for trade journals covering the
glass, garment manufacturing, paint, and chemical
incustries.,

There is one industry, which I mention nearly
every tine I am called upon to speak. I refer now
to the tourist, or recreational, industry. Aside
from the tremendous financial benefits, which this
industry carries for almost every line of business,
it has a very definite bearing upon the location of
industrial plants in Oklahoma. Employers are inter-
ested in the living conditions of their employees.
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A state which offers economical and pleasant
recreational facilities enjoys a distinct advantage
over any state which offers no such facilities,
Therefore, by developing and publicizing our parks
and lakes, we shall be contributing to the indus-
trial interests of Oklahoma. This is especially
true now that industry 1is in the process of decen-
tralization, It behooves us to give very earnect
consideration to the development of our recreation-
al facilities as instruments through which we can
win new industry.

While I was in "Washington last month, I called
upon President Truman, We discussed a number of
matters, all of them pertinent to the development
of Oklahoma. I found that the President was ex-—
tremely well inforined on our Oklahoma problems, and
he soon proved to me that he was entirely sincere
in promising to help us solve them.

The develooment of Cklahoma's water resources
was one of the chief topics of our discussion.

I asked the President to assist us in obtain-
ing two comprehensive surveys——one of the Arkansas
River Basin, and the other of the Red River Basin.
These two basins hold a very large part of QOkla-
homa's industrial potential,

While we were talking, the President made some
notes., A week later, when I returned to the capitol
in Oklahoma City, I found that he had used those
notes,

Mr, Michael Straus, Commissioner of Reclama-
tion for the Department of the Interior, called
upon me. He advised me that his department had re-
ceived word from the President that ke wished the
surveys expedited, and asked for a report as to
what could be done.



118 THE HOPPER

Since I talked with Mr. Straus, our State Plan-
ning and Resources Board has received several re-
quests for data pertinent to. these surveys from the
Department of the Interior. This data has been
forwarded. It is aprarent from these activities
that Okishoma's request is receiving the prompt at-—
tention of the federal government. Complete and
comprehensive surveys of the Arkansas and Red River
basins will be of tremendous value to Oklahoma in
helping us to blueprint the development of our full
industrial potential.

Oklahoma has made progress, and is still mak-
ing progress, in a governmental program designed to
stimulate agriculture, industry, and the develop-
ment of our great mineral and other natural re-
sources. Howesver, our state government faces many
serious problems., liost of these problems are fi-
nancial, involving such functions as education and
public welfare,

I shall not discuss these problems now, but we
may be very sure that they will claim a great deal
of attention during our next legislative session,
Fortunately, our next legislature will have the
benefit of work now being done by our legislative
council. The legislative council is a research and
fact-finding organization, Through the council, a
vast amount of accurate information and data will
be made available to our Twenty-second Legislature,
This will be information, which our senators and
representatives would not have time to prepare for
themselves during the pressure of a2 1legislative
session,

Many of the most important parts of the pro-
gressive program enacted by our Twenty-first Legis-
lature were based upon recommendations submitted by
an interim legislative committee on taxation, Our
legislative council is not limited to the field of
taxation.
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Therefore, it is to be expected that its rec-
ommendations will be made upon a eroader scope than
those submitted by the interim committee. I hope
that the council's recommendations will be as fruit-
ful and as beneficial as those received by our
Twenty-first Legislature.

In closing, I would like to leave this thought
with each and every one of you:

OQur public officials are elected to represent
all of the people, not any particular clique, fac-
tion, or interest. Public officials as a rule ac-
cept this responsibility with a desire to give this
kind of representation. It is to our interest that
we do our utmost to select honest and qualified men
for public office, It is also to our interest to
see to it that when such men are elected, they re-
ceive honest and constructive criticism and unself-
ish meral support.

The public shares with the public office hold-
er responsibility for the establishment and mainte-
nance of good government, I hope that in {future
elections and future legislatures our citizens will
recognize this responsibility--and accept it.
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SURVEY ISSUES NEW BULLETIN

A report dealing with the Morrow Series of
rock formations in northeastern Oklahoma has been
issued by the Oklahoma Geological Survey. The new
publication, Bulletin 66 of the Survey, was pre-
pared by Dr, Carl A. lioore, associate professor of
geology at the University of Oklahoma. The report
gives the results of field work which consisted of
measuring outcrops, c¢ollecting. samples; and of
laboratory work which included the making of in-
soluble residues for use in making correlations
across the area from type localities in Arkansas.
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SIDELIGHTS ON OKLAHOMA: MINzZHALS DURING 1947

New manufacturing plants that will be users of
minerals for raw materials have been important news
in Oklahoma during the yezr. Inerease in number of
plants and enlargement of established plants have
been important in the glass industry.

A large rock wool plant at Ada 1is in process
of building. Dolomite production is scheduled be-
fore the end of the year, to put Oklahoma dolomite
on the market for incdustriazl uses for the first
time, from a large quarry west of Troy.

Oklahoma limestone 1is being prepared for use
by the glass industry. Several small artware
pottery plants are in operation, or contemplated,
in various parts of the state. Production of cal-
cite has been reported for the first time,

Two minerals, previously not reported, have
been uncovered. Prehnite, a hard, greenish, cal-
cium aluminum silicate with water, was brought to
attention of the Survey by J. li. Stevens and through
the Oklshoma Mineral and Gem Society. This society
also was instrumental iu bringing to attention a
discovery of amethystic quartz by Mr. Southard.

The U. S. Bureau of liines issued Report of In-
vestigations No. 4132 in November, describing the
lime-soda-sinter process for recovering alumina
from Wyoming anorthosite, with cement as a by-prod-
uct. No mention is made of the anorthosite deposits
of Oklahoma, among the largest in the country.

A new company has organized to manufacture
mineral fertilizers at West Tulsa. Markets will be
Oklahoma, southern Kansas, and northwest Arkansas.
Production started this fall in a paint manufactur-
ing plant in Oklahoma City.
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